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Introduction
Nevus spilus (NS) is a relatively common cutaneous lesion that is seen in 2-3% of the population. It is characterized by numerous small, darkly pigmented macules or papules on a tan background pigmentation and is also referred to as "speckled lentiginous nevus," "nevus on nevus" or "spotty nevus" [1] The background tan patch is usually present at birth and NS is therefore considered a subtype of congenital melanocytic nevus [2] . The typical dimension of NS ranges from 2 to 10 cm, but some NS may cover extensive skin areas with regional or zosteriform distribution. Large NS involve especially the trunk as well as the upper and lower extremities. Histologically, the background hyperpigmenta- tion has been described as having the features of a lentigo simplex or a café-au-lait macule. The darker speckles of NS are classically reported as superimposed junctional or compound nevi, but intradermal, Spitz, and blue nevi may occasionally occur [3] .
NS are potential precursors of melanoma, which underlines the need for a precise examination and a close lifelong follow-up to exclude malignancy [4] . The risk that melanoma develops within a NS is thought to be proportional to the size of the lesion and has been reported to be higher for macular than for papular NS [5] . More than 20 cases of melanoma arising within a NS have been reported in the literature; over 90% of these cases were histologically classified as superficial spreading melanoma.
With the following case report, we will show for the first time that in vivo reflectance confocal microscopy (RCM), as a convenient non-invasive method for skin investigation, is useful in diagnosis and follow-up of NS.
Case report
A 15-year-old girl was referred to our outpatient department because of a giant congenital NS covering her right scapular region and upper aspect of her right arm. Recently, the patient had noticed the development of multiple darkly pigmented spots within the nevus. 
